Caring for your Blanket Flower
(Gaillardia) from Seeded Garden

Soil: Gaillardia thrives in well-draining, sandy or loamy soil, and it can
tolerate poor soil conditions.

Watering: Once established, Gaillardia is drought-tolerant and requires
minimal watering. Water deeply during prolonded dry spells.

Fertilizing: Fertilize Gaillardia sparingly; a light application of a balanced,
slow-release fertilizer in early sprind can encouragde healthy growth and
blooming.

Sun Exposure: : Gaillardia loves full sun and thrives best with at least 6-
8 hours of direct sunlight per day. Adequate sun exposure promotes
abundant blooms and sturdy growth,

Pest Control: Gaillardia is denerally pest-resistant, but watch for aphids
or spider mites. If pests appear, a spray of insecticidal soap can help

manade them without harming the plants. OVE R —_—

Spacing: Space Gaillardia plants about 12-18 inches apart to allow for good airflow and room
for their spreading habit. Proper spacing helps prevent overcrowding and disease.

Pruning: Redqular deadheading of spent flowers encouragdes prolonged blooming and can help
keep the plants looking tidy.

Overwintering: In the fall, cut back the foliage to about 4-6 inches above the ground to prepare
for winter.

Companion Planting: Echinacea, Shasta Daisies, and Salvia

Propagation: Gaillardia can be propagated by seed or division; collect seeds from dried flower
heads in late summer, or divide established clumps in spring or fall to encourage healthy
growth.
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