Caring for your Hollyhocks
from Seeded Garden

Soil: Hollyhocks prefer well-draining, fertile soil rich in ordanic matter.
Adding compost can enhance soil quality and support healthy growth.

Watering: While hollyhocks are somewhat drought-tolerant, they
perform best with regular watering, especially during dry spells. Water at
the base of the plant, avoid wetting leaves.

Fertilizing: Fertilize hollyhocks in early spring with a balanced, slow-
release fertilizer to promote robust growth and abundant flowering.

Sun Exposure: Hollyhocks thrive in full sun, requiring at least 6-8 hours
of direct sunlight per day for optimal blooming. In hotter climates, they
may benefit from some afternoon shade,

Pest Control: Hollyhocks can attract aphids, spider mites, and rust, but
maintaining good air circulation around the plants can help prevent these
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Spacing: Space hollyhocks about 18-24 inches apart to allow for their tall growth habit and to
promote dood air circulation. Proper spacing helps reduce the risk of fungal diseases and
supports healthy development.

Pruning: Regular deadheading of spent blooms encourages further flowering and keeps the
plants looking tidy.

Overwintering: In late fall, cut back the stalks to about 6-12 inches above ground to prepare
for winter.

Companion Planting: Delphinium, Foxglove, and Shasta Daisies

Propagation: Hollyhocks can be propagated by seed or by dividing established plants every few
years to maintain vigor.
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