Caring for your Columbine
from Seeded Garden
Soil: Columbines grow best in well-draining soil that’s rich in ordanic

matter, but lives in average soil too. Try to avoid dense, sodgy clay.

Watering: Water yound plants redularly until they’re established. They
are fairly drought-tolerant when mature.

Fertilizing: Apply a light dose of balanced fertilizer in early spring. Too
much nitrogen will give you leafy growth at the expense of blooms.

Sun Exposure: Part sun or dappled shade is ideal. In warmer zones like
8b, afternoon shade helps them thrive.

Pest Control: Columbines are mostly pest-free, but you might
occasionally see leaf miners or aphids. Remove damaged leaves or treat
with insecticidal soap if necessary.
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Spacing: Space Columbine about 12 to 18 inches apart to allow dood airflow. In containers, one
plant per 8-10 inch pot works well.

Pruning: Deadheading spent blooms will encourage more flowers. In late fall, you can cut back
the foliage if it starts to look tired.

Overwintering: As the State Flower of Colorado, Columbines are hardy perennials and
overwinter easily in Zone 8b. In containers, a light mulch is helpful, but no major protection is
needed.

Companion Planting: They pair beautifully with woodland favorites like hostas, ferns, and
coral bells. Their airy form adds charm to part-shade beds and borders.

Tips: Their whimsical flowers also make lovely cut flowers! Columbines grow readily from seed
and often self-sow if allowed. You can also divide mature clumps every few years.
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