
Campanula (Canterbury Bells – C. medium) – 
Grower Cheat Sheet 
The following information is based on growing in Zone 8. Please see “Zone Notes” at the end to learn 

about best practices for growing this plant in your environment. 

   SEEDING INFORMATION 

• Fall Sowing?    Yes – ideal for biennial life cycle 

o Sow outdoors or under cold frame in September–November 

o Cold exposure supports strong overwintering rosettes 

• Spring Sowing?    Early only 

o Start by February if you want blooms the following year 

o Late spring sowing typically delays blooms until year 2 

• Germination Temperature: 

60–65°F (cool, not warm) 

• Light Requirement: 

   Light-sensitive – do not cover seeds, press onto surface 

• Days to Germinate: 

10–20 days, longer in cool outdoor fall trays 

• Sowing Method: 

o Use 21-cell trays or 4" pots for early stages 

o Best in cool, bright environment 

o Use light, fine-textured mix (2:1:1 coir/perlite/vermiculite or similar) 

o Mist to keep surface moist; avoid sogginess 

 

       GROWING NOTES 

• Light: 

Full sun to part sun (blooms fade in intense heat) 

• Spacing: 

12–18" apart in garden 

In containers: 1 per ½–1 gallon for market 



• Transplant Readiness: 

When seedlings have 2–3 sets of true leaves and show sturdy rosette form 

Harden off before outdoor exposure 

• Soil Preference: 

Rich, well-drained soil; mulch helps retain moisture during first summer 

• Feeding: 

o Use balanced 10-10-10 once established 

o Top-dress with compost before second-year bloom cycle 

 

    BLOOMING 

• Days to Bloom: 

12–15 months (biennial lifecycle) 

o Rosette in Year 1, tall flower stalk in Year 2 

• Bloom Season: 

Late spring to midsummer, Year 2 

Flowers last 4–6 weeks if deadheaded 

• Pot Size for Sale: 

Rosettes in 4" or ½-gallon pots (label "blooms next year!") 

Blooming stalks in 1+ gallon containers for premium pricing 

• Appeal: 

o Tall (30–36") spikes of bell-shaped flowers 

o Classic cottage garden look 

o Available in white, pink, purple, lavender 

• Resilience: 

Handles frost well once rosettes are established 

May self-sow with gentle care 

 

    PEST + CARE REMINDERS 

• Watch for slugs/snails on fall-sown seedlings 

• Can be affected by rot or mildew in poorly drained areas 

• Keep airflow strong around base in containers 

• After bloom, stalk dies back; cut spent stalk to promote reseeding

 

  



   Zone Notes (5–10) 

• Zone 5–6: Start seeds later indoors (March–April). Fall sowing should be done by September–

early October. Expect bloom later into summer. Protect seedlings with mulch or cold frames 

through winter. 

• Zone 7–8: Standard timing applies (fall sowing in October–November; indoor starts Feb–March). 

Cold stratification works well outdoors. Bloom aligns with mid-summer and can extend with 

deadheading. 

• Zone 9: Fall sowing outdoors is less reliable—use fridge stratification for best results. Start seeds 

indoors earlier (Jan–Feb). Provide partial shade in summer. Watch for heat stress and quicker 

bloom cycles. 

• Zone 10: Your winters are too mild for natural stratification; rely on fridge methods. Plant where 

it receives afternoon shade. Best success with heat- and drought-adapted varieties. 

 

 

      

 


